
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Notes and Queries. 235 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 

Gypsy Lore Society. — To the various societies which concern them- 
selves with folk-lore must now be added the Gypsy Lore Society, recently 
formed in Great Britain, the president of which is Mr. Charles G. Leland, 
a circumstance which should be sufficient to render the undertaking of 
interest to Americans. The society publishes a quarterly journal, intended 
to deal with the history, language, customs, and folk-lore of the Gypsies, 
and to investigate the Gypsy question in as thorough a manner as pos- 
sible. The first number of this journal is now before us. The form leaves 
nothing to be desired in respect of neatness and attraction, and the con- 
tents, which will be found indexed under the head of " Journals," exhibit 
a wide range of topics connected with Gypsy folk-lore and linguistics. 

We hope that this society may find many friends in the United States. 
The yearly subscription is £1. Persons interested should address the 
secretary of the society, David MacRitchie, Esq., 4 Archibald Place, Edin- 
burgh, Scotland. 

Since the above was written, the general editor has received a most in- 
teresting letter from Mr. Leland, who is now a member of the American 
Folk-Lore Society, and whose name, but for a failure of mail communica- 
tion, would have appeared in the list printed in the first number of this 
Journal. Mr. Leland is at present travelling in Austria, in order to obtain 
material for a work on Gypsy sorcery, charms, amulets, incantations, and 
fortune-telling. This work will contain the result of his observations in 
regard to the origin and influence of Shamanism and witchcraft, and the 
powers latent in man which give rise to belief in witchcraft and magic. It 
would be of great interest to quote what Mr. Leland says respecting Gypsy 
musicians, the airs which they play only among themselves, and the part 
which their lore plays in the life of this people ; but it is to be hoped that 
readers may hereafter have an account of his experience from Mr. Leland 
himself. He remarks that in the first story given in the myths of the 
Cherokees {Journal of American Folk-Lore, No. 2), there are several very 
marked resemblances to points in the Wabanaki Indian legends, of which 
Mr. Leland possesses a very extensive collection. He comments on the 
popular opinion concerning the value of folk-lore, " that it amounts to gath- 
ering mere literary bric-a-brac, and collecting traditionary postage-stamps 
and buttons," whereas it is a vital part of history, and expresses a view 
concerning the very much greater importance of original collection, as com- 
pared with comparative study, entirely in accord with that already set forth 
in the pages of this Journal. — W. W. N. 

Brides Dancing Barefoot. — The writer's maternal great - grandpar- 
ents, Major John Wentworth and Sarah (Hall) Wentworth, were married 
in Boston in 1732, and the bride's brother, Richard Hall, a merchant in 
Barbadoes, wrote from that colony (April 3, 1732) : — 

" I heartily rejoice at Sally's good fortune, and hope Molly will have her 



